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From the ConChair

August 12-14, 2022
Monte Carlo Inn & Suites, Markham, Ontario

Greetings to Filkers near and far. Not just those
who will be joining us, but to our entire world
community. We are now less than two weeks
out from what has been to date the first, and
only, summer FKO. As well as being the second
one in a year!
We are still trying to figure out the numbering
for this convention. All of us on the committee
have our favourite idea. Is it FKO 30, FKO 31,
FKO 30/31, FKO 33 or maybe FKO 32.5? Do FKno’s count or are they their own thing?
Whatever it’s number it is the first in person one
since COVID took over our lives and so we have
dubbed it “The Lost Years”. However, be prepared to voice your own opinion on this matter
at the convention. There will be ballots at the
reg desk, fill one in put it in the ballot box before end of day Saturday and we will announce
the result Sunday morning. This is a weighty issue that needs settling before we hand over the
Filk Society over to the Interim Board of Directors on Sunday morning!
Yes! People have stepped forward to form an interim board while they put a committee together
and move forward to try and keep FKO alive. I
am sure you are all as pleased as we are to hear
it and wish them all success.
Other than that wonderful news we have a lot
planned. Concerts, workshops, one shots, to
name a few.

While this will be a bittersweet convention in
many ways, it will still be so wonderful to see
people in person and create the missing element
with zoom. HARMONY!
We will be insisting on COVID protocols beyond
what is required in Ontario (please see our
COVID guidelines below and in the program
book at con) and we ask people to respect
them!
Speaking of COVID. As you may have heard we
are not serving open foods in our con-suite this
year, and we ask that any food donations (purchased or homemade) be packaged individually.
Please take care, safe travels, and virtual hugs
to those who can’t join us!
Sally Headford (Con-Chair)

IMPORTANT REMINDER
Most of you are used to coming to Toronto in
April. Southern Ontario in August is very hot and
humid, even more so this year.!
We also suggest you bring your own water
bottle. There will be jugs available for water
bottle refills. We are hoping to cut down on the
single use plastic bottles, even though we have
to have single use food packaging!

FKO Covid-19 Update
The new sub-variant (BA2.75) of omicron is hitting Ontario fairly hard just now, as it is everywhere. It will not be gone in the weeks leading
up to FilKONtario. The concom therefore is taking a careful approach to an indoor convention.
We will be asking to see proof of vaccination.
If attendees are in any of our function space,
they will need to wear a mask.
Outside of function space, the hotel may different requirements, likely less stringent. Please
abide by them.
The main exception is for those who are performing, on stage or in a circle. The mask
comes off before singing, and goes back on
when you finish.
We will have a small supply of disposable masks
at the con, but not nearly enough for one for
each member several times over; therefore, we
strongly advise that you bring masks for your
exclusive use.
We will also have hand sanitizer in several locations near the doors to function rooms.
We call on each attendee to be a good neighbour and politely remind others that masking is
not a choice, it’s a requirement. Do it with kindness: you are all part of our fannish tribe.
We’ve been taking care for coming up to two
and a half years; we can manage one weekend,
really we can!
Thanks for your attention!
Judith Hayman, Covid “officer” and former
public health professional

IMPORTANT PROCEDURAL INFORMATION
FOR THOSE COMING FROM OUTSIDE
CANADA!
To enter Canada you must be fully vaccinated
and must use the ArriveCan app to upload your information and get a receipt within
72 hours before travel.
Details at https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travelrestrictions/covid-vaccinated-travellers-enteringcanada
In addition, please be aware that there are currently very long wait times to clear customs at
Pearson International Airport in
Toronto, because of Covid precautions, so allow
lots of time in your travel plans.
And maybe bring a hard copy of your vax status
in case Roger’s Telecom has another major outage and the app shuts down.

Programming
Pretty much set – the program grid will be posted on the website a week in advance. Theme
filks, one shots, workshops on Miniature painting
(sign up on the website as there is limited
room), performing “List” songs (think The Elements or We Didn’t Start the Fire) and Ancient
Greco-Roman Hymns!
And lots of great concerts, of course!

Registration
Registration – must be paid by August 5, 2022
Adult

$75 CAN/$65 US

Youth 13-17 & Child 6-12

On Website

Children Under 6 Free
We also take PayPal and those instructions are on
the web site.
You may of course register at the door, but the
price will be slightly higher

BANQUET!
There will be no banquet - if you prepaid for a
banquet and had it held for you when we had to
shut down, please let Dave Hayman know if you
would like that money refunded at the convention (in Canadian dollars) of if we may consider
it a donation.
IF YOU DO NOT REQUEST IN ADVANCE, DAVE
WILL NOT HAVE THE MONEY AVAILABLE FOR
YOUR REFUND!
registration@filkontario.ca
Thank you.

Dealers
I'm in charge of the Dealers Room for FKO: TLY
(among other things, of course), and I'm here to
tell you that once more we'll endeavour to bring
you a room packed with all sorts of tempting
goodies, so bring your wallets!
(Please note, for space considerations, the
Dealer’s Room is downstairs, in the basement,
not, right beside the main program room. But
there is an elevator, so it is still accessible!
As always, for those of you who have CDs to
sell, or books, or jewelry, or whatever, we offer
the Filk Bizarre. For just 10% of your sales, up
to the cost of a table, we will sell your wares for
you, and even provide a written record at the
end of the con. The 10% goes to FKO, to help
enable us to bring you another wildly wonderful
convention.
In addition, keep an eye on the FilKONtario
website for the downloadable Dealers form when it becomes available. That's for those of
you who would like to purchase your own
Dealer's Table.
I'm looking forward to seeing you this summer!
Love and hugs,
Peggi
dealers@filkontario.ca

Auction!!!!
Always a time for fun, the Interfilk Auction (aka
fandom’s own garage sale), with items ranging
from weird to wonderful. Sometimes both at
once! And all donated by our community to
keep bringing guests from wherever there is filk
to filk conventions in the US and Canada.
Please join us Saturday evening and watch our
auctioneers and wenches in action.

Anniversary Party!
Dave and Judith Hayman invite all those
attending FilKONtario to join us for an hour in
the Main Room to have an early celebration of
our 50th Anniversary (25 August 1972; I was
eight) on Saturday at 7:30 pm. There will be refreshments handed out in the safest possible
manner.
We welcome cards and best wishes and especially hugs. No gifts please.
The pleasure of your company is indeed the best
gift.

Volunteering & Consuite
There will be a consuite but because of Covid it
will offer bottled or canned drinks only and
packaged snacks. Volunteers are needed
especially to keep an eye on the consuite for 2-3
hours ar a time. It won't be too arduous –
making sure the packaged snacks and bottled
pop and water are stocked up periodically and
maybe throwing out trash if someone leaves it
on a table. If you would like to volunteer for
this, please let us know by ticking the box on
your registration form, by email to
volunteers@filkontario.ca or sign up on site at
Registration.

Hotel
We are once more at the Monte Carlo Downtown Markham as 2019. This hotel is not close
to the airport and also does not have a shuttle.
The room block is full. You may be able to get a
room but it likely will be substantially more than
the con rate. You will have to call or book
with the hotel directly!
Please be are aware that they have 2 locations in Markham and you want to make
the reservation for “DOWNTOWN
MARKHAM” (7255 Warden Avenue) and
NOT the one at 8900 Woodbine.
If you have hotel related issues that cannot be
resolved by calling the hotel, please email
hotel@filkontario.ca and we will try to help.
Hotel related note from the ConCom – we encourage those of you flying in to possibly coordinate your arrival with other guests if you can
to enable sharing of taxi fares. Feel free to use
the FKO FaceBook page to do so!

Transportation
UPDATED

Here are the “local native guide” recommended
transit directions from the airport to the hotel.
Option A - Grab an airport taxi - regular taxis
cannot pick up at the airport so you have to use
the official taxi service. If you go this route,
phone them and get a guaranteed flat rate. The
flat rate at this point in time is $90 plus $15 airport fees. Phone numbers are: 416-822-2546,
Toll Free: 1866-334-3753.
New Option #1
This is pretty cheap: If you're not at Terminal 1,
take the airport transit (Terminal Link Train) to
Terminal 1 (free) From the bus terminal take the
#34 Go Bus to Finch Station (more or less at
Yonge & Finch Streets); this bus is at 50 min
past the hour. ~$7 each way about 30 minutes).
Catch the York Region Transit bus #002, Milliken
East. ($4.25 if cash) from Platform 12 at the
same terminal. Your destination is at Warden

and Denison, across the Street from the hotel.
(Your route runs north on Yonge, east on Doncaster, north on Henderson, then east on John
St. which becomes Esna Park Dr. and curves
south. Final leg is east on Denison.) Once you
turn onto Denison you're no more than five
minutes from the hotel. The web says travel
time is about 15 minutes.
Total: $15 and ~45 min. More for both GO and
bus (can be much more) at rush hours
York Region Transit https://tripplanner.yrt.ca/#/
app/tripplanning
GO Transit https://www.gotransit.com/en/
New Option #2:
As above get to Terminal 1. Take the UP (UnionPearson) express (next to bus terminal) ~$12.35
one way; train departs every 15 minutes, for
most, not all the day; trip duration usually 15
min. Then the Milliken GO train from Union $9.
Your stop is about 3 km from the hotel. Taxi/ride
share. More expensive but faster. Total $21 and
45 minutes plus the eight minute ride about
$10.
UP Express: https://www.upexpress.com/
Home/Index
As a general note, rush hours are officially:
Morning 6:30 a.m. to 10 a.m with peak from
8:15 to 9
Evening is 3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. with peaks from
3:30 to 4:30 and 5:00 to 6:00
The rush involves both vehicles and transit,
highways and city streets.
Note that Toronto uses, for preference, a preloaded transit card called Presto. This can be
acquired and loaded at the UP Terminal near
Terminal 1 and many other places from a vending machine with a credit card. There is a onetime charge for the card of $6. This will make
transit easier, and give you reduced fares on
TTC, GO, UP and York Transit. If you take UP
both ways, the discount ($3) equals the cost of
the card.

