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From the ConChair

August 12-14, 2022
Monte Carlo Inn & Suites, Markham, Ontario

Hi everyone,
It’s strange to be updating at this time of year as the
summer is usually our downtime; however, since it
looks as if we are going ahead with the summer FKO
this is probably way overdue.
If you are able to join us, please note that the hotel
room block closes July 10 and it is a hard deadline
as we are now in the summer the hotel is very busy.
Also be aware that you will not get the convention
room rate after that date.
As you all know this is the last FKO to be run by the
current committee so please be aware that we intend
for it to be a weekend filled with music and celebration. If you are interested in finding out more then
please keep a weather eye on the website, FB,
and/or other social media. I’ll just hit the high points
for now!
We have (if they were available) our “COVID cancelled” guests from FKO 30 and 31…. let’s see…
Stone Dragons and Vanessa Cardui… that’s two
GOH’s folks! We also have Randy Hoffman as our
FilkWaif.
Unfortunately, neither of our Interfilk guests are able
to join us (for various reasons) but we wish them well
and know that Interfilk will find them a new slot at another convention.
We also have other concerts scheduled from all
over, but please forgive us if we focus a little on Canadian filkers this year - more about that later.
There will also be three, or maybe four, morning
workshops; as well as theme filks, one-shots and
plenty of open filk.

Dealers will mostly be the Filk Bizarre this year so
there should be lots of recordings available to take
home with you.
There is a big concert celebration of the past three
years of Hall of Fame planned for Sunday afternoon… It should be AMAZING!
What we won’t have is any song contests as we had
them at the online filks and…. well… we may have
gotten used to programming for an online convention
and have a LOT of invited concerts, as well as a few
surprises!
The other thing we are NOT planning at this time is a
Banquet. Due to COVID we feel we are better off not
all cramming into a small room to eat from a buffet at
crowded tables, and with no Hall of Fame Presentations we felt it was better to just not have one this
year.
COVID will also affect the Con-Suite. We will have
one, but will be serving ready packaged snacks and
soft drinks. Not quite up to FKO’s reputation, but we
feel it is the more responsible option right now. Consuite donations are always welcome, either to fund
snacks, or as individually wrapped portions of goodies.
I think that’s all the high, and low, points.
We are looking forward to seeing as many of you as
can make it in person to make this the best FKO
ever as we HARMONIZE together!
Regards
Sally
Conchair, FKO: TLY
PS: We are looking into possible livestreaming so
concerts and will keep you posted on the FB page.

Covid 19 Information
Regardless of whatever the current government or hotel policies may be at the time,
WITHIN CONVENTION SPACE all guests will
be required to show Proof Of Covid Vaccination to receive their badges. Masks, covering
nose and mouth, must be worn in all convention spaces except when eating, drinking
or performing.
This is the convention’s policy, in large part
because our community has many older
members, and with varying underlying conditions which make them more vulnerable to
Covid19 or to Long Covid, and we would like
us all to be as safe as possible.
IMPORTANT PROCEDURAL INFORMATION
FOR THOSE COMING FROM OUTSIDE
CANADA!

To enter Canada you must be fully vaccinated and must use the ArriveCan app to upload your information and get a receipt
within 72 hours before travel. Details at

https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/cov
id-vaccinated-travellers-entering-canada

In addition, please be aware that there are
currently very long wait times to clear customs at Pearson International Airport in
Toronto, because of Covid precautions, so
allow lots of time in your travel plans.
Where we are:
Web:
Facebook:
E-mail:

www.filkontario.ca
FilKONtario
Filk Hall of Fame
fkoconcom@gmail.com

covidinfo@filkontario.ca. business@filkontario.ca.
dealers@filkontario.ca. fkoinfo@filkontario.ca.
hotel@filkontario.ca
volunteers@filkontario.ca.
sound@filkontario.ca.
registration@filkontario.ca.

The Filk Hall of Fame
The first year we held the Filk Hall of Fame was in
1995. It has grown and changed since then, but remains something of which we are immensely proud. I
am very proud that the Hall of Fame inductees are
chosen by a committee representing several ongoing
filk conventions, plus a couple of independents - a
great representation of our community.
The 2022 inductees to the FHoF were inducted at
FK-No 3 in April, but as Sally mentioned we are planning a whopping big concert with as many of the past
three years’ inductees as can come in person!
There will be a reading of the Citations followed by a
formal presentation of the Citation, the Plaque and
the Pin. The Cumulative plaque has also been updated and will be on display.
And you can nominate any time for the 2023 HoF!
Please send nominations via the Filk Hall of Fame
section of the FKO web-site. Nominations from previous years are carried forward. Details at

www.filkontario.ca
Note that it doesn’t matter if you think someone else
may have nominated the same person - your nomination will add a different perspective and may make
the difference in whether or not that person is selected! Nominate early, nominate often! If you want a
listing of the names of those we have a nomination
for, please e-mail: registration@filkontario.ca

Programming
Still a work in progress, but we have invited lots of
guests, many Canadian, and it should be an excellent lineup!
There will be no song contests because we already
did that this year, but there will definitely be theme
filks and one shots!
New CD Launch and party by Leslie Hudson!
Plus a 50th Anniversary Party for Judith & Dave Hayman!
And of course, Fandom’s Garage Sale – The Interfilk
Auction!!

Registration
Registration – must be paid by August 5, 2022
Adult

$75 CAN/$65 US

Youth 13-17 & Child 6-12

neficiaries. If you know the Dragons you know what
to look forward to, and if you don't know them you
need to come along and meet and especially hear
them!

Vanessa Cardui

On Website

Children Under 6 Free
We also take PayPal and those instructions are on
the web site.
You may of course register at the door, but the
price will be slightly higher
There will be no banquet - if you prepaid for a banquet and had it held for you when we had to shut
down, please let Dave Hayman know if you would
like that money refunded at the convention of if we
may consider it a donation.
registration@filkontario.ca
Thank you.
Also, if you plan to attend but haven’t registered yet,
and you please drop a quick note to Dave Hayman
at the same email address – it would help us get a
handle on probable attendance and potential room
issues, as well as making it easier to coordinate
rides when the list goes onto the website (names
only)!

Guests of Honour
The Stone Dragons

Our second Guest of Honour, originally scheduled
for 2021, hails from Alberta, and while in Covid lockdown produced a whole entirely new person, which
is way more productive than me!
Vanessa Cardui began performing regularly as a
solo folk/roots/neo-Celtic artist in the months leading
up to the release of her debut solo album, Thought
Experiment (November 2011). Thought Experiment
is an all-original, intimate album with edgy emotional
content. One of her best known songs in the Filk
community is “That Hat Makes You Look Like An
Idiot!” (Jayne’s Song)

Filk Waif W. Randy Hoffman
Randy is the driving force that makes filk a
strong part of Confluence. He doesn’t play an instrument but is a prolific writer of literate filk music and rarely misses a song contest! Randy has
a great reputation as both a filk gardener and as
a gateway drug for musicians in related genres
to come to the filk side. For those in the music
community who have never had the opportunity
to meet Randy, you are in for a treat.

We are excited to welcome as our Guests of Honour, the amazing and wonderful Stone Dragons.
Tom and Sue Jeffers have been making music together virtually since they met, and we are all the be-

Dealers
I'm in charge of the Dealers Room for FKO: TLY
(among other things, of course), and I'm here to tell
you that once more we'll endeavour to bring you a
room packed with all sorts of tempting goodies, so
bring your wallets!

King Bed Standard Room $114.90 + tax/night
Queen Bed Standard Room $114.90 + tax/night
Two Queen Bed Standard Room $119.90 + tax/
night
One Bed Queen Studio Suites with Pullout Couch
119.90 + tax/night
One Queen Bed Jacuzzi Suite $129.90 + tax/night

(Please note, for space considerations, the Dealer’s
Room is downstairs, in the basement, not, right beside the main program room. But there is an elevator, so it is still accessible!

Please note these rates are based on double occupancy only. For additional guests over the age of 12
years an additional $15 charge per guest will apply
per room night.

As always, for those of you who have CDs to sell, or
books, or jewelry, or whatever, we offer the Filk
Bizarre. For just 10% of your sales, up to the cost of
a table, we will sell your wares for you, and even
provide a written record at the end of the con. The
10% goes to FKO, to help enable us to bring you another wildly wonderful convention.

To Go Breakfast (7am – 10am), parking, local phone
calls and high speed internet access are free. They
have a restaurant and bar in the property as well as
swimming pool and fitness center. The phones are
also equipped with IPhone/IPod dock and all the
rooms have fridge and microwave.

In addition, keep an eye on the FilKONtario website
for the downloadable Dealers form - when it becomes available. That's for those of you who would
like to purchase your own Dealer's Table.

Please note the quantity of rooms blocked for each
room type is limited. Our special rates (same as
2019) are only available until either all reserved
rooms are booked of the block closes. PLEASE
BOOK ASAP OR AT LEAST BY JULY 10/22!

I'm looking forward to seeing you this summer!
Love and hugs,
Peggi
dealers@filkontario.ca

Volunteering & Consuite
There will be a consuite but because of Covid it will
offer bottled or canned drinks only and packaged
snacks. Volunteers are needed especially to keep an
eye on the consuite for 2-3 hours ar a time. It won't
be too arduous – making sure the packaged snacks
and bottled pop and water are stocked up
periodically and maybe throwing out trash if
someone leaves it on a table. If you would like to
volunteer for this, please let us know by ticking the
box on your registration form, by email to
volunteers@filkontario.ca or sign up on site at
Registration.

Hotel
We are once more at the Monte Carlo Downtown
Markham as 2019. This hotel is not close to the airport and also does not have a shuttle. Here are the
details:

Registration instructions for phone and online
are on the FKO website. Do not try to book online
on your cell phone – the site is NOT optimized for
it. https://filkontario.ca/hotel/
Please be are aware that they have 2 locations in
Markham and you want to make the reservation
for “DOWNTOWN MARKHAM” (7255 Warden Avenue) and NOT the one at 8900 Woodbine.
If you have hotel related issues that cannot be resolved by calling the hotel, please email
hotel@filkontario.ca and we will try to help.
Hotel related note from the ConCom – we encourage
those of you flying in to possibly coordinate your arrival with other guests if you can to enable sharing of
taxi fares. Feel free to use the FKO FaceBook page
to do so!

Transportation
Here are the “local native guide” recommended
transit directions from the airport to the hotel.
There are several bus/coach routes from the airport
into the general area. This is the recommended one
as it is the only one that includes a taxi rank closer to
the destination. (Other routes may get to the area
quicker, but after that they don’t work as well)
Option One - Grab an airport taxi - regular taxis cannot pick up at the airport so you have to use the official taxi service. If you go this route, phone them and
get a guaranteed flat rate. The flat rate at this point in
time is $90 plus $15 airport fees. Phone numbers
are: 416-822-2546, Toll Free: 1866-334-3753.
Option Two (recommended) - If you were not already
there, take the Terminal LINK Train to Terminal 1.
Free. Then find the bus terminal and take the 34 Pearson/North York, GO Transit to Finch Station Under $7:00. The bus departs Terminal one at 50
minutes past every hour. When you get off the bus
you should see a taxi rank right next to the buses.
Grab a cab to the hotel - $40 or so depending on
traffic. Uber would be a bit cheaper.
Option Three - From Finch Station go down into the
TTC (Toronto Transit) and up again into the TTC bus
terminal. Take the 53 - Steeles Av East to Warden $3.25 (exact fare required). Cross Steeles and walk
15 to 20 min North on the East side till you reach the
hotel.

